NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE CITY OF SPRING HILL, KANSAS | NOVEMBER 2020

what’s inside?
1 SEASONAL JOBS
2 SNOW REMOVAL
3 CALL FOR HISTORIC PICS

notices + reminders

Hometown Holidays returns
2020 may have one bright spot: We’re planning to bring you an in-person
Hometown Holidays this year!
In July, staff began thinking of creative ways to still bring our community a holiday event. This year’s seasonal event will be a little different than years past due to
the COVID-19 pandemic with all local health guidelines followed.
Join us from 6 -8 p.m. Dec. 4 at the Spring Hill Civic Center, 401 N. Madison
St., for this FREE holiday event! We only ask that you bring a canned food or
non-perishable donation for the Spring Hill Food Pantry. We will also be accepting donations Nov. 2 through Dec. 11 at the utilities counter at City Hall.

— VETERANS DAY
• City offices closed Wednesday, Nov. 11
in observance of the holiday.
• Trash collection will be Friday, Nov. 13.
— THANKSGIVING
• City offices closed both Thursday, Nov.
26 and Friday, Nov. 27 for the Thanksgiving
holiday.
• Trash collection delayed to Saturday, Nov. 28.
• Nov. 26 City Council meeting canceled.
— CHRISTMAS
• City offices will be closed on Christmas
Day (Friday, Dec. 25).
• Trash collection delayed to Saturday, Dec. 26.
• Dec. 24 City Council meeting canceled.
— NEW YEAR’S DAY
• City offices are closed Friday, Jan. 1 to
celebrate the New Year.
• Trash collection delayed to Saturday, Jan. 2.

• MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
To kick off the evening, Mayor Steven Ellis will host the annual tree lighting
in the courtyard of the Civic Center. Being an outdoor space, we will have plenty of space for you to spread out and see the tree lighting!
• PHOTOS + HOT COCOA + COOKIES
What screams holidays better than family photos, cookies and hot chocolate? We’ll have all three! In the Civic Center gymnasium, we will have free
professional family portraits, which are printed immediately for a take home
memory, as well as cookies from Lupita’s Kitchen and coffee and hot cocoa
from The Bean Coffee Co.
• CITY LIGHTS TOUR
Snag a hot beverage and a cookie (or two!) and head out on our City Lights Tour.
We will have holiday lights displays at various City parks and facilities for you to drive
around and view! We’ve also partnered with the Spring Hill Recreation Commission
for our Lights Tour! They have generously decorated our Historic Downtown district
as well as the Spring Hill Sports Complex, which will have another hot chocolate
stop! Be sure to watch on social media and our website for a full tour list!
• FLASHLIGHT CANDY CANE HUNT + LETTERS TO SANTA
Spring Hill Recreation Commission
Hunt for candy canes in the dark in neighboring Friendship Park! Bring a flashlight for this fun outdoor activity. You will also be able to drop off your child’s wishes and lists to Santa at this special mailbox, which leads straight to the North Pole!

For questions about our holiday hours, visit
our City calendar online at www.springhillks.
gov or call us at (913) 592-3664.

Mark your calendar for this community event! It’s a great way to begin your
holiday season! For more information, visit us online at www.springhillks.
gov/287/Hometown-Holidays

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

City offices and services will be impacted in
the coming months due to various holidays.

contact us
CITY HALL

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Friday
401 N. Madison St. | P.O. Box 424
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Main Phone: (913) 592-3664
Community Development:
(913) 592-3657
Municipal Court: (913) 592-3624
Utility Billing: (913) 592-3626

POLICE DEPARTMENT

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday
418 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Phone: (913) 592-2700

PUBLIC WORKS

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday
502 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Public Works: (913) 592-3317
After-hours emergencies:
(913) 247-3521

Online

www.springhillks.gov
/springhillks + SpringHillKSPD
@springhillks + SpringHillKSPD
@springhillks
City of Spring Hill, Kansas
City of Spring Hill, Kansas

Governing Body

Mayor Steven M. Ellis

steven.ellis@springhillks.gov

Council President Steve Owen
steve.owen@springhillks.gov

Chris Leaton

chris.leaton@springhillks.gov

Andrea Hughes

andrea.hughes@springhillks.gov

Chad Eckert

chad.eckert@springhillks.gov

Tyler Graves

tyler.graves@springhillks.gov
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City maintains level bond rating
S&P Global Ratings reaffirmed its
long-term rating ‘AA-’ on Spring Hill’s
general obligation (GO) bonds and
debt.
The rating action by S&P noted that
even amid the strains of the COVID-19
pandemic, the City has an adequate
economy and budget performance,
strong management, and very strong
budgetary flexibility and liquidity.
“Combined with a reputable
school district, the City has experienced substantial growth over
the last five years. The City’s debt
burden is high, as multiple projects

have been taken on to support the
growth and population increases,”
the report said. “Although the debt
is high, we view it as manageable,
and payments have not pressured
the City’s budgets. Three consecutive surpluses from 2016-2018 and a
policy change in 2017 to maintain a
contingency reserve will provide the
City flexibility to mitigate disruptions
should recessionary pressures lead
to revenue declines.”
You can read the full report on the
City’s bond rating on our website: www.
springhillks.gov/640/Bond-Ratings

NOW HIRING: 2021 AQUATIC CENTER POSITIONS
Need a seasonal job next summer? A position at the Spring Hill Aquatic Center is a
great way to earn extra income, meet new
people and add to your work experience!
Currently, we’re looking for assistant
pool managers, deck attendants, swim
instructors, lifeguards, front desk and concessions workers. Manager interviews are
planned for February followed by planned
staff interviews in March.
Team members are hired on a seasonal basis for each operating season (late

May through August). Applicants must be
available for the entire season including
evenings and weekends. Returning staff
members receive an extra 25-cent raise.
Our Aquatic Center is known for its
considerate, enthusiastic and dependable
staff members who work together to create a positive and safe experience for our
guests. Join our team by applying online
at http://bit.ly/2qTM0LZ
Applications will be accepted until all
positions are filled.

City seeking historic pictures for archives
Help us preserve the images of Spring
Hill’s past!
We’re seeking photographs and any information that goes along with those photos
for our digital archives. Along with your
photo, here’s what we need from you:
— Date (1970s or older only, please!)
— Location (photos must be in Spring Hill)
— Identities of those pictured (if known)
— Context for the photo
You can email your photos and information to Kate Shupert, publicaffairs@springhillks.gov. You can also stop by City Hall so
we can quickly scan them in to our system.
Photo submitted by Keith Stiles
Credit will be given to those who submitted An April 1959 train wreck along Woodland Road
near South Main Street photographed by Lois Stiles.
photos unless otherwise noted.

K9 OFFICER A VALUABLE ASSET TO DEPARTMENT
It’s K9 Officer Niko’s birthday month!
K9 Officer Niko, a Belgian Malinois, will
turn 9 on Nov. 2, his partner Sgt. Lance
Wipf said.
What exactly does our K9 officer do?
Niko is trained in narcotics detection,
tracking, suspect apprehension, building/
area search, evidence and article recovery
and handler protection, Wipf explained.
In 2020 so far, Niko was responsible for
14 arrests and deployed 60 times. He’s
been involved in:
— 1 Article/Evidence Search
— 16 Building/Area Searches
— 8 Tracks for Suspects
— 35 Narcotic Deployments
Niko has been with the Spring Hill Police
Department since March 2013. He was born
Nov. 2, 2011 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Get ready for snow season with tips from Public Works
Now that we’ve had our first snow of the season, more snow
won’t be too far behind. Help us help you by following these simple tips in a snow event.

1. CLEAR YOUR SIDEWALKS

The City does not remove snow or ice from sidewalks. Driveways may be blocked during snow removal and we do try to
minimize that as much as possible; however, the property
owner is responsible for clearing their driveway as well as the
sidewalk.

2. STAY OFF THE ROADS

If possible, stay home during a snow event. The fewer vehicles on
the road, the faster we can get them cleared.

3. DO NOT PARK WITHIN A CUL-DE-SAC

Due to the size of the snow plow trucks, City crews are unable to
safely remove snow from cul-de-sacs where vehicles are parked
within the circle. One parked vehicle within a cul-de-sac will prevent that area from being plowed and must be removed before
the plow truck can return to the area.

4. STAY BACK

Stay at least 50 feet from the rear of a plow truck so the driver can
see you. If you can’t see the driver in his mirrors, he can’t see you.

5. KNOW THE EMERGENCY SNOW ROUTE

The ordinance prohibits residents from parking on any street
in the designated Emergency Snow Route within 48 hours of a
snowfall of more than two inches. If accumulation of ice or snow
appears imminent, the ordinance can also be implemented

FAST FACT

Chip and seal streets such as Victory Road or roads
with new concrete such as Lincoln Street are treated
with sand rather than salt during times of snow and
ice. Because of the materials used on these roads, salt
would deteriorate the road’s structure.
by means of an announcement through the local media, City
website or social media. View a copy of it on our website at www.
springhillks.gov/285/Snow-and-Ice-Removal

6. DID WE MESS UP?

To report a missed street or damage to your property such as
a down mailbox or sod damage, call the Public Works Office at
(913) 592-3317.
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November events
3

Municipal Court | 8:30 a.m. | Civic Center
Cemetery Board meeting | 7 p.m. | Civic Center

4

wed

Large Item Day — Miami County
Call (913) 631-3300 at least 48 hours
in advance to schedule pickup.

5

Planning Commission meeting | 7 p.m. | Civic
Center | View on YouTube: https://bit.ly/COSHYouTube

tues

thurs

11
wed

12
thurs

Happy Veterans Day from the City of Spring Hill!
All offices are closed today. We will reopen 8 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12
City Council meeting | 7 p.m. | Civic Center |
View on YouTube: https://bit.ly/COSHYouTube

16
17
25

Parks Advisory Board meeting | 7 p.m. | Civic Center

mon

tues

wed

26
thurs

27

Municipal Court | 8:30 a.m. | Civic Center | Building
only open for regular business noon to 5 p.m.
Large Item Day — Johnson County
Call (913) 631-3300 at least 48 hours
in advance to schedule pickup.
Happy Thanksgiving from the City of Spring Hill!
All offices are closed both Thursday and Friday
for the holiday. Please call (913) 247-3521 for
utility emergencies. Trash pick up will be delayed
to Saturday, Nov. 28.

fri

Note: Civic Center address is 401 N. Madison St., Spring Hill, KS 66083

Give back to your community through contribution
It’s that time of year to give back to your community for the seventh annual Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund! All
proceeds benefit four local organizations — Spring Hill Food Pantry, Johnson County Utility Assistance Program,
BackSnack program through the Spring Hill Rotary Club and Spring Hill Inspiration for Teens (SHIFT).
You can donate online (www.springhillks.gov/495/Mayors-Christmas-Tree-Fund), in person at City Hall or by
mail with this donation slip.

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS TREE FUND 2020
Name or organization:
Mailing address:
I would like to donate

to the Mayor's Christmas Tree Fund.

I would like to donate anonymously.

Checks should be made payable to "Mayor's Christmas Tree Fund."
You can include your donation in the same envelope as your utility bill — just make sure there are two separate payments.
Mail your donation: P.O. Box 424, Spring Hill, KS 66083 | Drop off your donation: Spring Hill City Hall, 401 N. Madison St.

