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BRIGHT
FUTURE
AHEAD

HENDERSHOT NAMED
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Growth, teamwork and excitement are on
the mind of Spring Hill’s newly-appointed
City Administrator.
At the June 28 City Council meeting, the
Governing Body approved Mayor Steven Ellis’
appointment of Jim Hendershot to City Administrator, a
position left vacant in 2017
with Jonathan Roberts’
resignation. Hendershot
was selected from a pool of
more than 50 applicants and
nine top candidates, who
Hendershot
were ultimately refined to
four finalists. Other finalists included Darrin
Tangeman, Kiel Mangus and Fred Sherman.
Eager to get to work, Hendershot already
has a first project in mind, he said.
“I’d like to set up individual meetings with
every staff person so that I can get to know
them better,” he said. “I have a pretty good
understanding of what everybody does now
but I just want a little better understanding
of what they do and what they feel their role
is and how that ties in with the rest of staff.”
With high expectations and a high excitement level, Hendershot has goals of engaging both residents and businesses, he said.
“I want to get very involved with the business community. I want to find out how the
City can help in promoting business in the city

“I think [Spring Hill] is going to very
quickly become the place the metro
is going to turn its attention to and
say, ‘Spring Hill is doing things right.’
We have such an energetic population, our future is bright and I’m
excited to be a part of that.”
— Jim Hendershot,
Spring Hill City Administrator
and attracting new business. We all know what
we want but also what do we need? That could
be either retail or industrial. I, along with the
Mayor, will be meeting with business owners
in an one-on-one or a group [setting].
“Hopefully, once [residents] see my excitement level, that will flow over and get them
excited. I always encourage participation at
any level of municipal government, whether
it be City Council or Planning Commission or
whatever the function may be. I will be as visible as I can at public events and talking with
residents and promoting the City there.
“I want to understand better the heartbeat of the community and what the residents and business people feel we are doing
right and what we’re doing wrong so I can

work to try to correct those shortcomings.”
In the long run, several projects come to
mind for Hendershot including the completion of Veterans Park, quiet zones at several
railroad crossings and improvements to Lincoln Street. He’s also interested in exploring
streetscape improvements in Spring Hill’s
historic downtown.
“I think our downtown is in a very positive
place right now and I’d like to see that momentum continue,” he said. “In helping with
that, I will work to see if we can improve
parking in the downtown area somehow.”
On the south end of the city, traffic improvements along 223rd Street are another
area of excitement, Hendershot said.
“I look forward to beginning [traffic
projects] and there are several phases that
will come along there. I think that’s going to
allow that area to commercially explode.
“I also want to look at our growth. We’re experiencing an extremely beneficial time right
now with growth. But as the subdivisions that
we have begin to build out, we need to look
at filling the holes in the City limits, between
the original part of town and our subdivisions. …That will save us cost on infrastructure and street maintenance and everything
involved in that. We’ll look at trying as much
as we can to start filling those voids.”
See ADMINISTRATOR, Page 2.
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Lone Elm
Road bridge
to be repaired

contact us

As a part of a CARS Grant and
Federal Fund Exchange, construction will soon begin on the Lone Elm
Road bridge, which is sandwiched
between U.S. 169 to the north and
207th Street to the south. Bids for
the project were due June 27.
The repairs will be the construction of a 14’ by 12’ reinforced
concrete box.
The project is expected to be complete before the end of the year.

City Hall (temporary)
102 S. Main St.

P.O. Box 424
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Main Phone: (913) 592-3664
Municipal Court: (913) 592-3624
Utility Billing: (913) 592-3626

Police Department

418 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Phone: (913) 592-2700

Public Works and Community
Development (temporary)
502 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Public Works: (913) 592-3317
Community Development:
(913) 592-3657
After-hours emergencies:
(913) 247-3521

Online

www.springhillks.gov
/springhillks
@springhillks
@springhillks
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Mayor Steven M. Ellis

steven.ellis@springhillks.gov

Council President Chris Leaton
chris.leaton@springhillks.gov

Floyd Koder

floyd.koder@springhillks.gov

Andrea Hughes

andrea.hughes@springhillks.gov

Chad Eckert

chad.eckert@springhillks.gov

Tim Pittman
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ADMINISTRATOR: Plans for Internet access
(Continued from Page 1)

One of the biggest projects he plans to undertake is improving Spring Hill’s access to Internet. The City’s Broadband Task Force made a
recommendation to the City Council earlier this
year on ways to improve access and Hendershot
hopes to move that plan forward, he said.
“I’ve used the comparison that broadband
and fiber service to a home is becoming nearly
as important to residents as water. Understanding that helps me, along with staff, understand
the importance of bringing in a high-speed,
reliable broadband service. We have some
definite challenges ahead of us but working off
the recommendation of the Task Force and the
consultants that guided them, we have some
paths and options to look at and that is something, to me, that is a priority.”
Another aspect Hendershot hopes to improve
is teamwork, he said.
“I see the City, USD 230, the Spring Hill
Recreation Commission, civic organizations
and the Chamber of Commerce, we’re a team
and I would like to see an even greater team
association. Together, we can accomplish even
more good things. I think our relationships
right now with one another are very good but
we can always improve those relationships and
I’ll work hard to do that.”
He also hopes to continue working with the
State of Kansas for various economic development projects that may come through Topeka.
Before Hendershot began serving communities
across Kansas, he served his country in the United
States Marine Corps as an Anti-Tank Assaultman.
After completing boot camp and infantry training,
he was assigned to Marine Barracks Duty at Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, Virginia. He
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was honorably discharged in 1976.
He then went on to receive an associate’s
degree in business from Garden City Community College and a bachelor’s degree in business
administration and marketing from Fort Hays
State University.
After graduating, Hendershot worked for his father’s construction company and then moved on
to maintenance director at a rest home facility in
Lakin, Kansas. In 1986, he began work as a building official and codes officer in Kearny County. In
1992, he took a position in Arkansas City, where
he moved from building official to a department
head of building, planning and codes. By 2007,
he moved on to Spring Hill to become Planning
Coordinator and worked his way up the ranks to
his most recent position of Assistant City Administrator overseeing Public Works, Community
Development and the Physical Plant.
In his free time, Hendershot enjoys spending
time with his wife, Kimberly, who is retired after
32 years with the City of Overland Park as a Code
Compliance Supervisor. The couple spends
nearly all their time together golfing, camping,
traveling and are avid fans of University of
Kansas athletics and the Kansas City Chiefs and
Kansas City Royals.
Hendershot has two grown children, Matthew
and Ashley, and Kimberly has two children, Brandon and Melissa. Together, they enjoy spoiling
four grandchildren, who range in age from 1 to 8.
Hendershot is actively searching for a home in
Spring Hill.
“Spring Hill is an exciting place,” he said. “I
think it’s going to very quickly become the place
the metro is going to turn its attention to and
say, ‘Spring Hill is doing things right.’ We have
such an energetic population, our future is
bright and I’m excited to be a part of that.”

Map courtesy of Google Maps

The plans for Veterans Park, just west of U.S.
169 on 199th Street, overlaid on the recent
landscape at Spring Hill City Lake. The Melvin
Murry Dog Park, highlighted left, is planned
to feature fire-themed items to honor the
former, longtime Spring Hill fire chief. Murry
died in late 2014.

Dog park design
named, approved by
Parks Advisory Board
The dog park at the new Veterans Park
has received a name: Melvin Murry Dog
Park.
At their May meeting, the Parks Advisory Board approved the design of the
new dog park and its name. The dog park
is planned to feature fire-themed items
to honor the former, longtime Spring Hill
fire chief, who died in 2014. The Murry
family was present at the meeting in
support of renaming the park.
Currently, a different City park is
named after Murry — Melvin Murry Park
located in the Woodland Ridge subdivision. The Parks Advisory Board agreed
to move the name to the new dog park
because of its more prominent and
well-traveled location. The board plans
to discuss renaming the ponds in the
Woodland Ridge subdivision, formerly
known as Melvin Murry Park.
To view a rendering of Veterans Park,
visit www.springhillks.gov/479/Veterans-Park

UPDATE

Warning sirens upgrade complete
All five of our outdoor warning
sirens have received upgrades.
In March this year, City Council
approved upgrading the siren software and equipment.
The outdoor sirens — which are
designed to alert people outside of
an impending storm — are now upgraded to a new two-way system,
allowing the sirens to communicate

with the Johnson County Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
The upgrade sends a signal back to
the EOC, stating whether the siren
sounded or not.
For locations of the five outdoor
warning sirens in Spring Hill, visit
www.jocogov.org/dept/emergency-management/outdoor-warning-sirens/siren-map
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Celebrate the holiday safely with fireworks tips
Make sure you are safe during your celebrations of Independence Day with a few reminders:
• Fireworks can be lit 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. June 29 and 8 a.m. to 11
p.m. June 30 through July 4. For New Year’s Eve, fireworks may be
discharged Dec. 31 through Jan. 1 between 11 p.m. and 12:30 a.m.
• To light fireworks, you must be at least 18 years of age or
be under adult supervision.
• Fireworks should not be lit in any gathering of peo-

ple; in public parks, including golf courses, and public
parking lots of the city; within any building; or in, under,
or from a car or vehicle whether moving or standing still.
• The use of fireworks is prohibited in the event of a burn
ban or declaration of an emergency., however, the sale of
fireworks is still allowed.
For more information, visit www.springhillks.gov/391/
fireworks
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Spring Hill
Municipal Court
CANCELED |
Next date is July 17.

4

Independence Day |
City offices are closed
in observance of
the holiday. We will
reopen July 5.

Public Safety
Advisory Board
meeting | 7 p.m. |
Community Center

5

Planning
Commission
meeting | 7 p.m.
| Community
Center

4

12

City Council
meeting | 7 p.m.
| Community
Center

24

Broadband Task
Force meeting
| 7 p.m. |
Community Center
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16

Deck Party | Noon to 6
p.m. | Aquatic Center.
Games and deals. Active
and retired military,
veterans and first
responders get in free.

17

Spring Hill
Municipal Court
| 8:30 a.m. |
Community Center,
613 S. Race St.

5

Large item trash day:
Miami County | Call
(913) 631-3300 at least
48 hours in advance to
schedule pickup.

20

Parks Advisory
Board meeting
| 6 p.m. |
Community Center

Teen Night at the
Aquatic Center | 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. | Aquatic
Center. Hosted by Spring
Hill Inspiration for Teens
(SHIFT).

25

31

Large item trash day:
Johnson County | Call
(913) 631-3300 at least
48 hours in advance to
schedule pickup.

26

City Council
meeting
| 7 p.m. | Community
Center

Coffee with a Cop
| 8 a.m. | Price Chopper,
22350 S. Harrison St.,
Spring Hill

