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CHARTER ORDINANCES 
SPRING HILL, KANSAS 

 
NO. DATE  EXEMPTION 
 
1 10/01/62 Exempting the City from Section 15-201 and 15-210 of the 

General Statutes of Kansas and providing substitute and additional 
provisions on the same subject, providing for the election of 
Mayor, Police Judge & five councilmen, tie vote, their terms of 
office qualifying, failure to qualify or accept office, filling 
vacancies and certificates of election. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 15) 
 
2 06/10/63 Exempting the City from Section 79-1953 of the General Statutes 

of Kansas and providing substitute and additional provisions on the 
same subject, authorizing, and limiting tax levies in any one year 
on each dollar of assessed tangible valuation and prescribing an 
aggregate for all city-wide tax levies. 

 
3 10/10/66 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 15-709 and providing substitute 

and additional provision on the same subject. (Special 
Assessments). 

 
4 06/24/68 Exempting the City from Section 44 of House Bill No. 1709, of the 

1968 Session of the Kansas Legislature, which amended K.S.A. 
1967 Supp. 5-201, providing substitute and additional provisions 
on the same subject, relating to the election of the Mayor and 
Councilmen, their terms of office and the filling of vacancies, and 
amending any ordinance and/or charter ordinance of said city to 
conform to the provisions hereof. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 15) 
 
5 01/09/78 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 15-209 as to the appointment of 

an Assistant City Clerk only, providing substitute and additional 
provisions on the same subject, relating to the appointment of an 
Assistant City Clerk, amending Section 1-402 of the Codified 
Ordinances of the City of Spring Hill, Kansas and amending any 
other ordinance and/or charter ordinance of said City to conform to 
the provisions hereof. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 29) 
 
6 08/27/79 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 79-5011 and any amendments 

thereto (Aggregate Tax Levy Limitations). 
 
 



7 02/08/82 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 12-4112, and providing substitute 
and additional provisions on the same subject; authorizing the 
assessment of court costs in cases heard in the municipal court of 
the city of Spring Hill. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 9) 
 
8 05/24/90 Exempting the City from  K.S.A. 79-5021 through 79-5033, which 

establish limitations on aggregate tax which may be levied on 
tangible property by the City. 

 
9* 04/25/91 Exempting the City from K.S.A 12-4112 and providing substitute 

and additional provisions on the same subject; authorizing the 
assessment of court costs in cases heard in municipal court. 
(Repeals Charter 7) 

*Ch. 9 – due to an error, Ch 9 was designated Ch 8 in May 1 & 8, 1991 publications. 
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 13) 
 
10 06/27/91 Exempt the City from K.S.A. 79-5028, as amended by 1991 HB 

No. 2222, and providing substitute and additional provisions on the 
same subject (Kansas Property Tax Lid Law). 

 
11 06/11/92 Exempt the City from K.S.A. 12-1420, 12-1422, 12-1423, and 12-

1426, pertaining to cemeteries owned and controlled by cities. 
 
12 07/09/92 Exempt the City from K.S.A. 15-209, pertaining to qualifications 

of officers and how vacancies are filled. 
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 29) 
 
13 08/13/92 Exempt the City from K.S.A. 12-4112, pertaining to assessment of 

municipal court costs.  
  (Repeals Charter 9). 
 
14 01/14/93 Exempt the City from K.S.A. 15-204, pertaining to appointment of 

officers, duties, compensation & renewal. 
 
15 03/11/93 Exempt the City from K.SA. 15-201 pertaining to appointment of 

officers, duties, compensation, renewal, qualification of officers, 
and filling vacancies (establish term limits).  

  (Repeals Charter 1 & Charter 4) 
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 16) 
 
16 02/24/94 Repealing Charter Ordinance No. 15 which established term limits 

for the city council & mayor and exempting the City from K.S.A. 
15-201, pertaining to appointment of officers, duties, 
compensation, renewal, qualification of officers, and filling 
vacancies. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 20)  



17 04/11/96 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 15-106 and providing substitute 
provision in the same subject. 

  (Quorum requirement for regular and special meetings) 
(Section Two Repealed by Charter Ordinance 23) 
 
18 04/27/2000 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 12-1696, relating to definitions 

pertaining to Transient Guest Tax; from K.S.A. 12-1697(a), 
relating to the Levy of Transient Guest Tax; from K.S.A. 12-
1698(e), relating to City Transient Guest Tax Fund; from K.S.A. 
12-16,101, relating to a committee to make recommendations for 
programs and expenditures; and from K.S.A. 12-16,113, relating to 
an annual accounting of expenditures; providing substitute and 
additional provisions on the same subject. 

 
19 04/12/2001 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 12-194; relating to prohibition of 

certain excise taxes, and providing a substitute and additional  
provision authorizing the City to levy and excise tax on the act of 
platting real property in the City, to grant credits against excise 
taxes paid on the act of platting real property in the City for 
contributions previously made for certain street improvements, to 
grant exemptions, and to pledge the revenues therefrom for street 
improvements in the City. 

 
20 12/18/2003 Repealing Charter Ordinance No. 16, which relates to the election 

of officers, terms, vacancies; and exempting the City from K.S.A. 
15-201; adoption of an amendment to Chapter 1, Article 1, Section 
1-102 of the Spring Hill Municipal Code relating to election of 
officers; terms; vacancies. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 26) 
 
21 05/13/2004 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 41-712, which prohibits alcoholic 

liquor sales on Sunday & certain holidays. 
 
22 03/09/2006 Exempting the City from the Water Pollution Control Act K.S.A. 

12-3101 through K.S.A. 12-3107 and providing substitute and 
additional provisions relating to the establishment, operation, 
maintenance, improvement, and regulation of sewer systems, 
including but not limited to, storm and surface water drainage 
systems and flood protection works, and to the issuance of bonds 
for the purpose of paying for the property and improvements 
necessary for all aspects of  the management of these systems. 

 
23 10/23/2008 Repealing Section Two of Charter Ordinance No. 17 pertaining to 

the number of council members necessary to constitute a quorum 
to conduct business. 

 



24 04/23/2009 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 12-16,128 relating to mayoral 
appointment procedures. 

 
25 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from certain terms and provisions of K.S.A. 

14-101 including exemption from dividing the city into wards; 
providing substitute provisions relating to change in classification 
of city from city of third class to city of second class; governor’s 
proclamation; and when change effective. 

 
26 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from certain terms and provisions of K.S.A. 

14-103 and 14-207 relating to division of city into wards; 
establishment of precincts; election of city council and mayor; 
terms of office and vacancies.  

   (Repealed Charter 20) 
(Charter Ordinance 36 amended Section 2, 3 and 4 of Charter Ordinance 26 and repealed 
existing Section 5 of Charter Ordinance 26.) 
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 41) 
 
27 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from certain terms and provisions of K.S.A. 

14-201; providing substitute provisions relating to the appointment 
of city officers and employees; and duties, compensation, and 
removal. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 35) 
 
28 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from certain terms and provisions of K.S.A. 

14-204 relating to president of city council; and providing 
substitute provisions on the subject relating to the president of the 
city council.  

  (Charter 36 reaffirms Charter 28 President of Council) 
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 41) 
 
29 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from certain terms and provisions of K.S.A. 

14-205 and providing substitute provisions relating to the 
qualifications of officers and employees of the city. 

  (Repealed Charter 12 and Charter 5) 
 
30 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-308 relating to the vacancy in 

office of the mayor or city council members.  
(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 41) 
 
31 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-423 and 14-423a relating to 

the vacating of streets and alleys.  
(Sections 1 and 2 Amended by Charter Ordinance 40) 
 
32 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-440 relating to contract 

estimates for improvement projects.  
 



33 02/09/2012 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-1101 et seq.; miscellaneous, 
relating to the acquisition and regulation of cemeteries.  

(Section 1 Amended by Charter Ordinance 37) 
 
34 06/27/2013 Exempting the City from the provisions of K.S.A. 12-1608 relating 

to the filing of quarterly reports by the City Treasurer and adopting 
substitute provisions that require the filing of an annual report by 
the City Treasurer in lieu of quarterly reports 

 
35 07/25/2013 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-201 relating to elective and 

appointive officers and employees, terms and compensation; 
further repealing Charter Ordinance No. 27. 

 
36 10/13/2016 Election Transition and Terms of Office 
  A Charter Ordinance relating to the elections for the offices of 

Mayor, Council Member, and Council President; exempting the 
City from KSA 12-104a; Amending Section 2, 3 and 4 of Charter 
Ordinance No. 26 and Repealing existing Section 5 of Charter 
Ordinance No. 26. President of Council. Charter No. 28, 
exempting the City from the provision of K.S.A. 14-204 is hereby 
affirmed. 

(Repealed by Charter Ordinance 41) 
 
37 09/26/2019 Amending Section One of Charter Ordinance No. 33 correcting 

citation of K.S.A. 14-1007 et seq.; relating to the acquisition and 
regulation of city second class cemeteries.  

 
38 04/09/2020 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 16-706, 16-707, 16-708, 16-709, 

16-710, 16-711, 16-712; 16-713, 16-714, 16-715, 16-716, 16-717, 
16-718, 16-719, 16-720, and 16-721, and amendments thereto 
relating to Regulation of Pawnbrokers and Precious Metal Dealers 

 
39 06/11/2020 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 79-41a04(d) pertaining to the 

Local Alcoholic Liquor Funds; distribution of moneys. 
 
40 04/28/2022 Exempting the City from K.S.A. 14-423 and K.S.A. 14-423a 

relating to Improving and Vacating Streets and Alleys; Reversion 
of Land; and Amending Sections 1 and 2 of Charter Ordinance 31. 

 
41 10/24/2024 A Charter Ordinance Relating to Vacancies in the Offices of 

Mayor and Council Members; Exempting the City of Spring Hill, 
Kansas from K.S.A. 12-104a, 14-103, 14-204, 14-205 and 14-207; 
repealing and replacing Charter Ordinance No. 26; repealing and 
replacing Charter Ordinance No. 28; repealing and replacing 
Charter Ordinance No. 30; repealing and replacing Charter 
Ordinance No. 36. 





















































































































































































































































































CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 40

A CHARTER ORDINANCE EXEMPTING THE CITY OF SPRING HILL,
KANSAS FROM K.S.A. 14.423 AND K.S.A. 14-423a RELATING TO
IMPROVING AND VACATING STREETS AND ALLEYS; REVERSION
OF LAND; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 1 AND 2 OF CHARTER
ORDINANCE 31.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF SPRING HILL,
KANSAS:

SECTION ONE: Charter Ordinance No. 31, exem pting the City from the
provisions of K.S.A. 14-423 and K.S.A. 14-423a, is hereby affirmed, in part, revoked,
in part, and amended, in part, and providing substitute provisions, in part, as set
forth herein below.

Charter Ordinance No. 31 is hereby amended as follows

The City of Spring Hill, Kansas, by virtue of the power vested in it by
Article '12, Section 5 of the Constitution of the State of Kansas, hereby elects
to make inapplicable to it and exempts itself from the provisions of K.S.A.

14-423 and K.S.A. 14-423a relating to improving and vacating streets,
avenues, alleys, or lanes; vacating any lot, block, townsite, part of townsite,
addition, or part of addition; reversion of such vacated land, and recording
of ordinances in furtherance of such improvement, acquisition, or vacation.

ln exempting itself, the City of Spring Hill, Kansas finds that such
provisions are applicable to cities of the second class but not uniformly
applicable to all cities. Therefore, the City of Spring Hill, Kansas, hereby
adopts substitute and additional provisions on the same subjects as
hereinafter provided.

Section 2. Street and alle im Drovements vacation reverston

The City Council shall have power to open, widen, extend, or

otherwise improve any street, avenue, alley, or lane, and to vacate or

discontinue the same and to vacate or cancel any lot, block, townsite, part

of townsite, addition or part of addition whenever deemed necessary or

expedient. Prior to such action, the City shall proceed to condemn or
acquire by purchase or gift the necessary lands in any manner as provided
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"Section 1. Exemption.

recordinq of deed or ordinance.



by law. Whenever any street, avenue, alley, lane, or other property or
property interest shall be vacated, the same shall revert to the owners of
real estate thereto adjacent on each side in proportion to the frontage of
such real estate, except in cases where such street, avenue, alley, lane, or
other property or property interest shall have been taken and appropriated
to public use in different proportions, in which case it shall revert to adjacent
lots of real estate in proportion as it was taken from them, and whenever
any lot, block, townsite, part of townsite, addition or part of addition shall be
vacated, all of the streets, avenues, alleys, lanes, or other property or
property interest therein shall revert in proportion as it was taken,
purchased, or gifted by or to the City.

lmmediately after an ordinance opening, widening, extending, or vacating
any street, avenue, alley, or lane or an ordinance or deed vacating any lot,

block, townsite, part of townsite, addition, part of addition, or other property

or property interest becomes effective, the clerk of the city shall file a copy
of said ordinance or deed which has been certified by the clerk as a true
and correct copy in the office of the county clerk and in the office of the
register of deeds. The county clerk shall enter the same in the transfer
records of the county clerk's office. The register of deeds shall record the
same in the deed records of the county and no fee shall be charged by the
county clerk or register of deeds for such entering or recording."

SECTION TWO: Effective Date ; Recording with the Secretary of State.

This Charter Ordinance shall be published once each week for two (2) consecutive
weeks in the official city newspaper and shall take effect sixty-one (61) days after final
publication unless a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed, requiring a referendum to
held on this Charter Ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5, Subsection (c) (3) of
the Constitution of the State of Kansas. lf a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed, this
Charter Ordinance shall become effective upon approval by a majority of electors so
voting.

Upon becoming effective, this Charter Ordinance shall be recorded by the City
Clerk in a book maintained for that purpose with a statement of the manner of adoption
and a certified copy shall be filed with the Secretary of State.

Passed by the Governing Body upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds
(2/3rds) of the members-elect of said Governing Body on this 28th day of April 2022.

Approved by the Mayor this 28th day of April2022.
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Joe Berk , Mayor



ATTEST:
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CHARTER ORDINANCE NO. 4I

A CHARTER ORDINANCE RELATING TO VACANCIES IN THE
OFFICES OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS; EXEMPTING THE
CITY OF SPRING HILL, KANSAS FROM K.S.A. l2-104a,14-103, 14-204,,

14-205, AND 14-207; REPEALING AND REPLACING CHARTER
ORDINANCE NO. 26; REPEALING AND REPLACING CHARTER
ORDINANCE NO. 28; REPEALING AND REPLACING CHARTER
ORDINANCE NO. 30; REPEALING AND REPLACING CHARTER
ORDINANCE NO.36.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF SPRING HILL,
KANSAS:

SECTION ONE: Charter Ordinance No. 26 is hereby repealed.

SECTION TWO: Charter Ordinance No. 28 is hereby repealed.

SECTION THREE: Charter Ordinance No. 30 is hereby repealed

SECTION FOUR: Charter Ordinance No. 36 is hereby repealed.

SECTION FIVE: Exemption.

The City of Spring Hill, Kansas, by virtue of the power vested in it by Article 12, Section
5 of the Constitution of the State of Kansas, hereby elects to make inapplicable to itself and

exempts itself fiom the provisions of K.S.A. l4-103 and K.S.A. l4-207 requiring the creation of
wards, election of terms ofcouncil members, and precincts.

In exernpting itself, the City ofSpring Hill, Kansas finds that such provisions are applicable
to cities ofthe second class, but not uniformly applicable to all cities. Therefore, the City ofSpring
Hill, Kansas hereby adopts substitute and additional provisions on the same subject as hereinafter
provided.

SECTION SIX: Election of City Council and Mayor, Terms of Office, and
Nonpartisan Elections.

A. Nonpartisan Elections. City elections shall be nonpartisan. Laws applicable to
elections occurring at the same time as city elections shall apply to city elections to
the extent that the same are not in conflict with the provisions of Article 2l of
Chapter 25 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated.

B. Election of City Council and Mayor, Terms of Office. The mayor and five council
members shall constitute the goveming body of the city and shall be elected for



four-year terms or until their successors are qualified. Members elected in the
November general election shall take office the second Monday in January of the
following year and after certification of the election.

SECTI N EVEN: Existin g Mayor and Council Positions.

The incumbent members of the goveming body shall continue in office for the duration of
their terms as heretofore established.

SECTION EIGHT: President of Cify Council.

The members of the city council, not including the mayor, shall, at its firsl regular meeting
following the second Monday in January of the following year after a general election ofthe City,
elect one of its members, by majority vote of the other members of the City Council, the president
of the council. It shall be the duty of the president of the council to fulfil some or all duties of the

Mayor in the event of a vacancy, as outlined in Section Ten of this Charter Ordinance.

SECTION NINE: Exemption.

The City of Spring Hill, Kansas, by the power vested in it by Articlel2, Section 5, of the

Constitution of the State of Kansas, hereby elects to exempt itself from and make inapplicable to
it, the provisions of K.S.A. l4-308 and K.S.A. l2-104a relating to failure in filling vacancies in
office. Such referenced provisions are either enactments or a part thereof which are applicable to
this City but are not applicable uniformly to all cities.

A. Vacancy in the Office of Mayor.
i. In the event ofa temporary vacancy in the office ofMayor for three consecutive

months or less, the president of the council shall exercise the office of Mayor,
and all rights and privileges ofthe Mayor, except forthe appointment ofofficers
or employees, until the Mayor shall retum.

ii. In the event of a permanent vacancy in the office of Mayor, as defined in
subsection (a) to this section, the president of the council shall become the
Mayor, exercising all rights and privileges of the office of Mayor, pursuant to
the procedure described in the following subsections. The City shall not hold a

special election in the event ofa vacancy in the office of Mayor that is filled by
the president of the council. When the president of the council becomes Mayor
under this subsection, the council shall immediately elect from itself a new
president of the council by majority vote of the remaining members.

a. For the purposes of this subsection, a permanent vacancy in the office of
Mayor shall include resignation, death, removal from office, the Mayor
no longer being a qualified elector of the City of Spring Hill, Kansas, the

Mayor's absence for tkee consecutive months, or the Mayor's absence

SECTION TEN: Vacancies.



for more than four months in any twelve-month period.
b. Ifa vacancy occurs after February I ofthe year in which a regular general

election for the City of Spring Hill is to be held, the Council President
shall serve out the remainder of the term of the Mayor who is being
replaced.

c. If a vacancy occurs before February I of the year in which a regular
general election for the City of Spring Hill is to be held, the Council
President shall serve only until the date that newly-elected officials take
office as identified in Section 5(B), and the position of Mayor shall be
placed on the ballot for the regular general election.

Vacancy in the Office of Councilmember. In the event of a vacancy in the council
occurring by resignation, death, removal from office, or the individual no longer being
a qualified elector of the City of Spring Hill, Kansas, the Mayor shall nominate a

qualified elector, who is not already a mernber of the Goveming Body, to fill the
vacancy. The nomination shall occur during a meeting of the Governing Body. The
remaining members of the City Council shall vote on the nomination at the same

meeting the nomination is made, and the nomination will be confirmed by a majority
vote of remaining members. If the vote is a tie, the Mayor shall cast a tie-breaking vote.
The new member filling the vacancy will serve until:

i. lf a vacancy occurs after February I of the year in which a regular general

election for the City of Spring Hill is to be held, the replacement member shall
serve out the remainder of the term of the council member who is being
replaced.

ii. Ifa vacancy occurs before February I of the year in which a regular general

election for the City of Spring Hill is to be held in the middle of the vacated
position's term, the appointed replacement member shall serve only until the
date that newly-elected officials take office as identified in Section 5(B). The
Council position filled by appointment shall be placed on the ballot for the
regular general election, only for a term to expire at the time the original,
vacating council mernber's term would have expired. In such event, the
appointed member filling the vacancy may only run to fill the modified term
for balance of the original term and not for a different, fullJength term that is
up for election that year.

iii. The City shall not be required to hold any special elections in the event ofa
vacancy filled under this section.

In the event any person elected as a council member or Mayor neglects or refuses to
qualifo within thirty days after election, the council mernber or Mayor shall be deemed
to have refused office and a vacancy shall exist. The vacancy shall be filled according
to the above procedures of Section 10.

SECTION TWELVE:

Any person desiring to become a candidate for City office shall file with the Johnson

County Election officer, before the filing deadline established in K.S.A. 25-205, and amendments

B

C



thereto, a declaration ofcandidacy on a form fumished by the Johnson County Election Officer as

specified by the Secretary of State. The nomination petition must be signed by 100 quatified
electors of the City of Spring Hill or a number ofqualified electors of the City equal to l% of the
ballots cast at the last general City election, whichever is less.

SECTION THIRTEEN. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Goveming Body
that the sections, subsections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this ordinance are

severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraphs, subsection or section of this charter
ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment or decree
ofany court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of
the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, subsections and sections of this charter
ordinance, since the same would have been enacted by the Governing Body without the
incorporation into this charter ordinance of any unconstitutional or otherwise invalid phrase,

clause, sentence, paragraph, subsection or section.

SECTION FOURTEEN: Effective Date ; Recording *'ith the Secretary of State.

This Charter Ordinance shall be published once each week for two (2) consecutive weeks
in the official city newspaper and shall take effect sixty-one (61 ) days after final publication unless
a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed, requiring a referendum to held on this Charter
Ordinance as provided in Article 12, Section 5, Subsection (c) (3) of the Constitution of the State
of Kansas. If a sufficient petition for a referendum is filed, this Charter Ordinance shall become
effective upon approval by a majority of electors so voting.

Upon becoming effective, this Charter Ordinance shall be recorded by the City Clerk in a
book maintained for that purpose with a statement of the manner ofadoption and a certified copy
shall be filed with the Secretary ofState.

Passed by the Governing Body upon the affirmative vote ofat least two-thirds (2i3'd") of
the members-elect ofsaid Governing Body on this 24th day ofOctober,2024.

Approved by the Mayor this 246 day of October, 2024.

J rkey, Ma r
ATTEST:

ArV/^.(tth N ovt-
@e.t ..yi;'-.;lii;2

------,riioo*t""o"'2r2,i,s.or-rj
2fll,l,"i?.S

APPROVED ST RM

Spe ow, City Attomey
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